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advises charges dismissed aster arrest cm jure twelve^ last, 

SUBJECT ARRESTED AG AIM OR V ARRAS T BT DISTRICT ATTORNEY'S OFFICE 

\ CSARGIMG IMPERSONATION OF OFFICER AND DISCHARGED IN COMMON PLEAS 
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NEWSPAPERS REFLECT LISTON* S MANAGER PREPARING PETITION TO PENN STL- 
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INFORMATION URGENTLY NEEDED AS LISTON HAS APPARENTLY APPLIED 
FOR PERMISSION TO COME TO CANADA FOR POSSIBLE HEAVYWEIGHT 
FIGHT IN NEAR FUTURE. SUCAB. 
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If the intelligence contained In the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau t it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau 9 s cryptographic systems . 
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URGENT 10-12-61 
TO DIRECTOR, FBI 


10-54 AM EDST JRJD 



/ FROM SAC^ PHILADELPHIA /163^0/ 
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CHARLES PISTON, AKA,, SONNY LISTON, FPC. REBUTEL TEN ELEVEN 
SIXTYONE AND PHILADELPHIA CRIMDEL LETTER SEVEN NINETEEN 
SIXTYONE. RELET SETS OUT CIRCUMSTANCES SURROUNDING LISTON-S 
ARREST SIX TWELVE SIXTYONE, AT SUBSEQUENT HEARING CHARGES 
AGAINST LISTON OF DRIVING WITHOUT LIGHTS AND IMPERSONATING 
OFFICER DISMISSED WHEN LISTON DISCHARGED BY MAGISTRATE, 
REARREST WARRANT OBTAINED BY DISTRICT ATTORNEY-S OFFICE 
ON IMPERSONATION OF OFFICER CHARGES AND ON NINE TWENTYEIGHT 
SIXTYONE LISTON DISCHARGED BY JUDGE JOSEPH E, GOLD, COMMON 
PLEAS COURT, PHILADELPHIA, LISTON TESTIFIED THOUGHT ARRESTING 
OFFICER TOLD HIM TO QUOTE MOVE ON UNQUOTE AND IN RELEASING 
EMERGENCY BRAKE ACCIDENTALLY TURNED OFF LIGHTS, PHILADELPHIA 
NEWSPAPERS REFLECT LISTON-S MANAGER PREPARING PETITION TO 
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PENNSYLVANIA BOXING COMMISSION TO LIFT SUSPENSION, 
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State Penitentiary 
Jefferson City 
Missouri 


Police Department 
Saint Louis 
Missouri 

Police Department 
Saint Louis 
’''^^dissouri 


Police Department 
Saint Louis 
Missouri 

Police Department 
Saint Louis 
Missouri 
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NAME AND NUMBER 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

CHARGE 

DISPOSITION 

€> 


. . 


Charles Liston 

June 1, 

plead guilty ; 

5 years 

#63723 

1950 

robbery first 
means deadly 
dangerous 

October 36, 
1952 paroled 



wtapou \ d — 

chargee) 
robbery first 
larceny from 
the person 
(2 charges) 


Charles Liston 

January 

investigation 

released 

#68069 

28, 1953 


January 29, 
1953 

Charles Liston 

May 5, 

assault to kill ' 

January 28, 

#68069 

1956 


1957 plead 



guilty 
sentenced tc 
9 months in 
city 

workhouse 

Charles Liston 

June 21, 

investigation 


#6806 

1956 



flharles Sonny 

October 

investigating 

released on 

6 Liston _ 

4, 1956 

suspicion 

charge of 

#68069 

. 43 /b3i 
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investigatii 

suspicion 
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CONTRIBUTOR OF 
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Police Department 
Saint Louis 
Missouri 

Police Department 
Saint Louis 
Missouri 

pfcli^e fcfcjifrtnent 

Philadelphia 

Pennsylvania 


NAME AND kuMBER 


Charles Liston 
#68069 


Charles Sonny 

Liston 

#68069 

Charles Liston 
# 3^4155 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


September 
28, 195V 


August 
12, 1959 


1961 
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CHANCE 


strong 

arming 


r. 


suspicion 

gambling 


impersonating 
an officer 
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£ oUtio talicond by * ARE NOT BASED ON FINCKRI'RINTS IN FBI file. Tbc ^ "" d * 

formerly furru.h.d ,hi» Burroo ronreming individual. of ibe .une or .tailor name or .liasr. and ARE LISTt 

ONLY AS INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. 
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The following FBI record, NUMBER 272 767 B 
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Director. 
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CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 


NAME AND NUMBER 


DESCRIPTION: 

Race: Negroid 

Sex: Male 

Height 6 , 1 M 
Weight 230 
Hair; Blech 
Eyes: d&rh brh 

Completion: Da 

Build: MediuiT. 

Date and place 
i •. t* i * ~ n C C 1 J 7 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


’\*TI 

rh brovn^ 
of birth 


CHARGE 


5-o-32 Little 
St Phi la F5~ " 


Roch Ark 


DISPOSITION 


!*io: matron ihown ms this identification Record represents data hummed FBI by fingerprint contributor*. Wbexe final disposition u not 

thewn or lurther explanation of charge is desired, communicate with agencY contributing those fingerprints. h • _ nossiblv identical 

Notations indicated by # are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investigative ** ad » «* b#xa * possibly identical 

with subject oi this record. 
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LISTON, AKA SONNY LISTON, FPC. LEGAT, OTTAWA, ADVISES - 


FROM DIRECTS FBI 
C 

. SUBJECT, FBI NUMBER TWO SEVEN TWO SEVEN SIX SEVEN B, APPARENTLY 
^/^ELKS PERMISSION FROM CANADIAN AUTHORITIES FOR HEAVYWEIGHT FIOTT 


t - • 
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THERE IN NEAR FUTURE. 
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IDENTIFICATION RECORD LISTS ST, LOUIS j^RREST 

^ , 

ON SEPTEMBER TWENTY EIGHT, ONE NINE FIVE SEVEN FOR "STRONG -XStMir^ 
AND AUGUST TWELVE, ONE NINE FIVE NINE FOR "SUSPICION GAMBLHiO.* c 
PHILADELPHIA ARREST ON JUNE TWELVE, ONE NINE SIX ONE LISTElfAS 



•IMPERSONATING OFFICER." OBTAIN REQUESTED DATA ON DISPOSITIONS 


AND SUIEL REPLY. 
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Evans 
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UNITED STATES GOVEIPmENT 


Memorandum 




To Is on _ 
Belmont . 


Y. 


TO 


FROM 


subject: 



CHARLES ,f S0NNY ft LISTON 


date: April 30, 


i flC 




The Director asked "What about this?" in connection with 
the statement made by columnist Dan Parker in the 'New York Mirror" 
newspaper of 4/28/62. Parker, in his column, stated "It is known 
that only two days ago FBI men were in New York inquiring about 
certain Philadelphians who have been active in behalf of Liston." 

Our New York Office advises that no investigation has been 
conducted concerning Liston, and no contacts'Txave been made by Agents 
of that office with the State Boxing Commission concerning this 
matter. The New York Office advised that the State Boxing Commission 
has been making inquiries, but no known investigation has been 
conducted on a Federal level in New York City. ^ 

Cl* \ 

if * 

Our criminal intelligence microphone surveill afices have* 
picked up considerable information regarding Liston, whftfa we have 
furnished to the Department. A summary is being prepare .on 'Liston. 
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— . By DAN FABKEB 

New York State Athletic ConS'ionWc h 

eonveWAma' 

Ih?*iiSt AlM J fool s into a fine August body. 
5S„5fi ec H? fi v£ onny Alston’s application for a 
Ucerue, the Commission struck a te lling blow 
fi» IS*™* *»»e festering fight ndSft tCt 

Se flrste rons^uencc& It Is 

H 1 ? ““ evidence produced in a long time that 
Television, open and closed/ Md iteTuS tte 
calling the starts tor bS^'com 
missions, promoters and managers/^ 

n-JS® Commission's unanimous action took 
pmcttcaUy everyone by surprise. When itab 
lowed the controversial challenger with the 
tion d*n recor f. *® S° ahead with his appllca- 

ftle l VSi*EL lt ?** ^asoncd that eve?? ^ 

s£^- SK? A ta «i^sSS 

prison figured to clean up on f 
Wm, whether he won or lost 
•gainst J*loyd * Patterson. With • 

; *ine sense of fitness, the Com- 
mission proceeded to put the 
wms for rejecting* the applica- 
tion on his shady backers, and 
associates whom they named, 
lest there be any misunder- 
standing. 

In other words, Uston f a 
prison record, bad though it was, 
wasn't considered as damaging 
•s the records of the cutthroats 
Mlth whom he associated. This 
move neatly disposed of the 
phony ‘‘rehabilitation” plea— oa- 
behalf of Liston* 

Maybe the Commission’s ac* 

, w ; M dictated by Albany. 

Certainly, It has been to hest- 
tant to use its power in matters 
that cried loudly for its tater- 
ventlon In recent years that one 
-Is justified in assuming that the 
Iword came from the Governor 
lor maybe, even the Dept of Jus- 
Ittce. It is known that, only two 
fdays ago F.B.I. men were to 
NfJ Inquiring about cer- 

tain Philadelphians who have 
been^active In behalf of Liston. 

It Is known the G-men weren’t 
working for the New York State 
Commission. 

Two recent events fa b oxing' 
that hung fresh blinkers on ite 
already blackened eyes were the 
jatfJtZftf Benny Panel after a 

^eae 


savage l>out in the Garden and7 
i • week ago, the brazen Brown- j 
j Ortiz lightweight championship 
; farce In Las Vegas which has 
; left a stench that still lingers In 
| file" nostrils of the nation* 

! Someone in high authority 
may have concluded that the 
tough guys had gone far enough 
and that It was time to call a 
halt it this wasn’t the case, it 
should have been. But whatever 
the driving force behind the 
New York Commission’s knock- 
out blow. General Melvin Krule- 
witch and his associates are to 
be highly commended for their 
decision. — v 

For those who are prepared to 
shed tears because New York 
has thus outlawed a million dol- 
lar attraction that would bring 
money into the city, let It be 
said that what with the mob- 
sters sure thing gambling oper- 
ators, it could be more success- 
ful in taking money out of the 
|tv tha^ a Pickpockets 
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£ subject: CHARLES "SONNY" LISTON 

SYNOPSIS : idU 

News item 4-28-62 indicated three District of Colum 
commissioners considering issuing license for Sonny Liston to box her 
Both Miller and Lee recommend license be issued. Osterman indicated 
wished to^ review New York Commission investigation before deciding. 
Director requested summary on Liston and others. <£ u >y, ^ 

/ ////t ^ Ia s tna . tyvrn_1927 , Arkansas . Grew up un<isr ir af d s h ip xfrnditi 

1 Qhe xrr 25 c hil dren. H extras tr itmg-nrrest jrecord with charges such as 
I assault to Rill, larceny., strong-arming ana robbery . While an MTssou 
’penitentiary in 1950 developed ability as boxer and with enco^ragelSeif 
of Father Stevens, Prison Chaplain, and Negro newspaper publisher 1 
Mitchell was released on parole ana followed career m Golden Gloves 
tournaments. He became U.S, Golden Gloves champion and later inter- 
nationalchampion. Following this, he became a professional boxer and 
fell into the hands of St. Louis hoodlums. He has continued to be owi 
at least in part by various hoodlums in New Yor k. St. Louis, and 
Pennsylvania, such as Joseph Barone, Frankie Caroo, Blinky Palermo, 
John Vitale and others. 

Vitale in testimony before congressional comraittee^refused 
to comment on his interest in Liston. Various individual^iave been 
listed as his manager, the last one of record was George^Katz as of w 
March, 1962. Katz is an old-time fight promoter from Philadelphia./ ~ 
Newspaper accounts during the past two years have indicated 
the probability of a match between Liston and Floyd Patterson, presenl 
““ -• ~u.e -i -• >r, Liston t because of his criminal record 

ned down in New York and other citiei 
laces to hold the match. 







_ concerning 

previously furnished to then Deputy Attorney General Byron R. White 
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 
RE: CHARLES "SONNY" LISTON 

t. 


DETAILS: 


The "Washington Post and Times Herald" of 4-28-62 contained 
an article indicating that the three District of Columbia Boxing 
Commissioners were considering issuing a license for Sonny Liston to 
box here. Jocko Miller, Chairman, and Norvel Lee, Member, both 
indicated they would recommend a license be issued. Captain Joseph V 
Osterman. police member of the Commission, indicated he wished to 
review the findings of the New York Commission before deciding. The 
Director requested that a summary be prepared on Liston and the other 

Liston was born in 1927 in Little Rock, Arkansas. He was 
one of twenty-five children of a cotton-picking farmer. He left Litt 
Rock at the age of twelve to follow his mother to St. Louis, Missouri 
where she had gone after she left her husband. He grew up in povert; 
and from all indications had to fight for an existence. 

Liston has a long arrest record, having been charged with 
violations such as assault to kill, larceny, strong-arming, and in 
1950 was sentenced to serve five years in tne Missouri State Peni- 
tentiary for first degree robbery. At one time he very severely 
| beat a police officer who was ticketing a car near the residence of 
{Liston. While in the penitentiary at Jefferson City, Mi_s§puri, 
Reverend Alois Stevens, Prison Chaplain: Frank Mitcnell, publisher 
of a well-known Negro newspaper in St. Louis; and others took an 
interest in Liston realizing that he had gneat potential as a boxer. 
Following his release from prison under parole in 1952, he was guided 
by Father Stevens, Mitchell and a Monro eirHarri son. He became a 
successful amateur boxer and this "Career brought him the Heavyweight 
Golden Gloves Championship in the United States. Thereafter ne 
defeated the European champion for the International Golden Gloves 
and subsequently turned professional. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Rosen 
RE: CHARLES "SONNY" LISTON 


appeared before the McClellan Committee in 1958 and before the 
Kefauver Committee in 1960 in connection with his boxing interests 
but on both occasions invoked the Fifth Amendment and refused to 





News releases in 1961 contained articles indicating that 
Liston, who was/at tempting to obtain a match with Heavyweight 
Champion Flo ydrratterson, purchased his own contract from "Pei 
Barone, the Allentown Loodlim, Im fl 1 i mill U — mammm 



I 


Newspaper accounts during the past two years have contained 
much information concerning Liston's attempt to secure a fight with 
Floyd Patterson. Liston has been barred from fighting in New York, 
although it was indicated that a gate and television and radio rights 
would bring approximately $4,000,000 for such a match. Recent news 
items indicate that Liston, through his various owners and managers, 
has been exploring the possibility of promoting a fight between him 
and Patterson in the Chicago area or possibly even Washington, D.C. 
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Memorandum to Mr, Rosen 
RE: CHARLES "SONNY" LISTON 



The "Washington Post and Times Herald" of 5-1-62 indicated 
that Floyd Patterson said he would fight Sonny Liston for the title 
or never fight again and named Chicago as a likely site for the 
multimillion-do liar fight. Jack Nilon, noted as Liston’s 

Philadelphia adviser, said he was happy to hear that Patterson was 
going to actually fight Liston before September of this year. 


A summary of information regard i 
to the then Deputy Attorney General, 
(62-9-42-159; 163-1275; 92-2717-487; 


Liston was furnished 
on 5-5-61. 


egarding Liston was 
Bvroj^tJhite^n 
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"I’m In favor of rehabilita- 
i - |[|tion. In fact. I’m one of Judge 

avor license il s ^f 8 > st ^ >rob * tion ° ffi - 

' r- ijcers. I always -have three or 

four young fellows here I’m 
helping to keep straightened 
lout." 4 

Miller, assistant golf pro at 
Congressional Country Club, 


or Liston V 

By Dave Brady { j 

«t*ff Beporter . 

«*■ J°cko Miller, -chairman of 
the District of Columbia Box- 1 
in* .<kHnmission f said Jast \ 
night that he would recoin- J 
®cnd a license for Sonny Lis- " 
ion if he wanted to box here., 
f Conner Olympic light heavy- 
weight champion Norvel Lee r 
.another member of the D. C. 
.Boxing Commission, said hej 
would vote to license Liston, 
ijce has been in youth correc- 
tional work for the past 10 
years. t- 

Capt Joseph V. Osterznan, 
police member of the boxing, 
commission, said he did not! 
want to comment until he has I 
a chance to review the find-n 
ings of the New York commis-1 
sion in denying Liston a; 

i 
I 



Miller Has 'Open Mind* 

“I have a very open mind ” ; 
Miller said, commenting on 
the report that the New York 
State Athletic Commission* 
had rejected Liston’s applies-! 
tion, for a license to fight, 
Floyd Patterson in Gotham, t 
“O f course, there would be| 
the formality of an investiga-l 
Ition before our three-member! 
board,” Miller said, “but per- 
sonally I think Liston has a! 
right to rehabilitate himself 
no matter what his police 
record might be. 

“As for his alleged manage- 
rial associations, we could 
deny a manager a license if he 
did not satisfy our standards 
but still license Liston. 

Jn p’ t think wg*fl rfpQ v 
a chance to fight here. 


’was referring to Judge. Thom 
as C. Scalley bf the* District 
Municipal Court, who fre- 
quently assigns youths who 
come before /him to work for 
Jocko at the golf course. 

"So New York turns down 
Liston,” .Miller continued. 
The bout will go somewhere 
i else and the theater-television 
still will go back to New York 
where they will accept taxes 
from the theaters ” - 

Norvel Lee is a teacher at 
the Lorton, Va., Youth Center 
where he helps rehabilitate 
young men from the ages of 
18 to 26 who have been sen- 
tenced under the youth cor- 
rections act. 

Previously he was a cor- 
rectional officer, then a teach- 
er, for boys from 12 to 18 at 
the National Training School. 

“I believe Liston could ad- 
just, “Lee said. “ I would be 
willing to vote a license for; 
him from what I know now. 
The fellow has shown some 
his adjustment 
You know he hasn’ t had much 


{education. ^ 

te JT deal wtth this type of fei 
low and I think a fight such 
ms this might bf ^reat help w 
to him. I don’t know^ what 
New York knows about him. 
I’d like to read the transcript 
of the investigation there. 

“I - don’t .know anything 
about his managerial setup. 

-T . wrote* to promoter Tom 
Bolan and Floyd Patterson’s 
manager, Cus D’Amato, sug- 
gesting Liston should be 
fought here. That was just 
around the time they signed 
for a New York bout i — 

“D’Amato telephoned me 
and pointed out that New 
York City had just about 
guaranteed a million to a mil- 
lion and a half dollars for the 
bout but he would be agree- 
able to a bout here if someone 
would match that* sort of 
guarantee.” _ 

Liston, pointed out in his 
letters that Patterson would 
hot have to worry about crim- 
inal elements if the' bout was 
held here because Washington 
is the headquarters for the 
lFederal Bureau of Investiga- 
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Liston 9 s. 

I By Drew Pearsorfy 

Alter" the big fight ends In 
Chicago tonighfc^p' ex-convict* 
Charles {So n nyl P iston, could 
weTT^e^we hli^^eight box- 
ing champion 
of the world. 

In view of this 
possibility, and 
the fact that 
the youth of 
America are 
Inclined to 
hero worship, 
it may be well 
to examine 
the background 
of the chal- 
lenger. 

Much of it was spelled out 
iwhen Sen. Estes Kefauver, 
-the Tennessee investigator, 
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hat Liston left Little Rock, 
\rk., at the age of 13 with his 
mother to go to St Louis, His 
mother apparently left his 
father, for feason* not de- 
veloped, 

,r What did you do when you 
got to St Louis?” Kefauver 
,asked. 

‘Well, my mother put me In 
school, and then after I got 
started going to school, other 
kids seen me coming out of — 
was such a large boy— other 
kids would see me coming out 
ot such small kids’ room. So 
hey would make fun of me 
md start laughing and 
started fighting. 

“Then I started playing 
hookey,” ' continued Liston, 
and from hookey I led to an- 


did 


probed underworld control of otber thing so I wound up in 


boxing. 

“How much education 
you get?” asked Kefauver. 

“I didn’t get any.” 

“You didn’t go to school at 
all?” 

: M No sir,” replied the hulking 
27-year-old boxer, “too many t 
ikids” 

“How many kids were 
there?” 

‘Well, my father had 25 ” 
“Twenty-five children! 
is about your early 


Eh e wrong school.’ 

“What school did you wind 
up in?” 

“Well, the house of deten- 
tion ” 

“How old were you then?” 
“I was about 14.” 

“How long did you stay 
there?” 

“My mother, she got me out, 
and then, well I figure — she 
got me out and I went right 
Telilback for the same things.” 

You did what?” asked 


[round,” Kefauver continued w^ e ^ auver * ‘ 

Were you bora on a farm?” I 'T went back to the same 
4f Y€$ sir,"! was.” . Ithing and wound up in a big- 

“Did you have to work to this time.” 

i rpport these other .24 chil- w 


these 

dren?” 

“That’s right ” 
“What did you do?” 
“Pick cotton.” 


Sleeping on Cold Steel 
Liston referred to the Mis- 
souri State Penitentiary, 
where he served part of a five- 


Testimony then developed^ year sentence for armed rob- 




bery. When he got out on 
parole, Liston took tip boxing 
as a profession but fell into 
the hands of the underworld. 
Referring to this, Kefauver 
asked him: 

4f Do you know Prank Paler- 
mo?”- 

When the answer was af- 
firmative, Kefauver continued: 
■“Do you think that people like 
this ought to remain in the 

sport of boxing?” ^ 

- “Well, I wouldn’t pass Judg- 
ment on no one,” was the re- 
ply, “I haven’t been perfect 
myself.” 

“Do you recall that you 
were arrested in St Louis on 
Aug. 12, 1359, and questioned 
by some police officers con- 
cerning your relations with- 
Mr. Sarkis?” (A labor leader! 
for whom Liston served u t ft 
goon.) 

“I don’t recall the date. I 
was arrested sometimes there. 

I don’t carry a pencil around 
to see how many times I was 
picked up.” 

All in all, Liston was picked 
up for questioning more than 
100 times and gave this de- 
scription to Kefauver: 

“I may have said anything, 
because they Just kept grab- 
bing me, picking me up and 
holding me overnight If no- 
body come down to make a 
squawk to get me out, they 
keep me; then they finally let 
me go. Next day, back im So 
what am I supposed to do? I 
said what they wanted me tn 
say, because who wanted to 
sleep on that cold steel all 
that night?” 
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Finally, Liston wry tfilri-jft 


gex out oi St Louis, "Well, : 
the captain, Captain Doherty, j 
lold me to my face, U I want- j 
to stay alive for me to leave • 
St Louis. So he said: *11 you r 
don't, they are going to find * 
you in the alley.' " He moved t 
to Philadelphia. I 

Asked further about his i 
education, Liston said he still ; 
could not write. "If you write",. 
; tetters, would you dictate 
them to somebody?" 

''Yes, I would.” 

"Who would write the let- : * 
ter for you, your wife, G«v't 


"Yes, if I wanted to w 
one that bad." 


2 Patterson Schools _ ^ 

Liston has bought out hisv 
contract with his fight man- ; 
ager, Joseph (Pop) Barone of^: 
Allentown, Pa., for $75,000. 
But his troubles with the po- 
lice-now in Philadelphia — ' 
have continued almost up to 
: the signing of his contract to' \ 
fight Patterson. Sen. Kefau- 
ver, who has tried to help 
him, told me a short time ago , 
that in his opinion Liston had ; 
( not really cleaned himself up. i 

Floyd Patterson, who also ? 
j had Juvenile trouble, has used > 
;his winnings to establish two l 
homes for boys in trouble. Lis- } 
ton has done nothing of this ; 
kind. 

He has a long way to go, j 
but with guidance he could 
become a boxer of whom his ? 
!xace and the profession would 
:be proud. 






\Liston Likes ‘Big Brothers 9 Idea 


l p ] By Drew P, 


m 


sort 


Charles' (SonnyjXiston, the 
son of an Arkansas cotton 
picker and now world heavy- 
weight boxing champ, didn't 
wait more than 
a few hours be- 
fore firing back 
a telegram giv- 
ing his okay to 
« t a g i n g the 
next fight un- 
der -the * aus- 
pices of Big 
Brothers in or- 
der to help 
prevent Juve- 
nile delihquen- 
jcy. . 

* 4< I would just like to say 
^his is the chance I like best 
£0 prove that I mean what I 
jfc&y about helping boys that 
Meed help” \ Liston replied. 
.^Nothing can make me hap- 
pier than to accept this offer. 

"I only wish it was up to 
ine. My return-bout contract 
with Floyd Patterson gives 
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ers of Congress and other 
ashington notables, with 
art of the proceeds going to 
eeping boys out of trouble. ' 
As Liston pointed out, his 
contract gives Floyd Patter- 
son certain rights in calling 
the time and place of the next 
fight. Big Brothers in the Cap- 
ital, therefore, has now put 
the proposition up to Floyd, 
who has already done line 
work in establishing the Floyd 
| Patterson houses in New York 
ifor boys just out of reforma* 
jtory. 

Actually, Patterson is not 
entirely a free agent since he 
is under obligation to Cham- 
pionship Sports. 'We’ll report 
on developments when and if 
they materialize. 

Medical Double Cross 
'"The doctors of the USA may 
not know it, but their “trade 
union** is getting them up to 
their ears In politics. Most 
doctors, having apent their 
lives trying to heal men’s 


r !f ht w ^ en bodies, would be flabbergasted 

will he held and where it will i * wv . 

be held/ 1 bate to leave it up at what the American Medical 
jto him. If he is willing, I am Association and kindred agen- 
With him all the way. The.fcies are doing in their name. 

Last week, just as the elec- 
tion campaign began to warm 
up, the AM A, Blue Cross and 
Blue Shield began a wide- 
spread publicity and advertis- 
ing campaign on medical care 
for the elderly. It was timed 
not because any bill is now 
jbefore Congress (the bill is 
dead as a do do* for this aes 


>ooner this fight takes place 
the better I will like it, in- 
Soors or outdoors.” 

Liston’s telegram was in re- 
ply to a proposal I had made 
as president of Big Brothers 
in the Capital that the next 
match be staged In the new 
National Stadium in Washing- 
to n. in the presence of mem- 


sion), but because of the forth 
coming elections,' 

The publicity campaign took 
two forms: 

L Full-page ads in Time and 
Life magazines by Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield, the medical 
insurance agencies which did 
a great deal to defeat the med- 
icare bill. 

2. A aeries of letters to 
newspapers trying to deny 
carefully documented reports 
in this column showing how 
doctors had raised money for 
key Congressmen who blocked 
medicare, how they had 
helped finance the Saskatche- 
wan doctors’ strike, and how 
one doctor in Lexington, Ky., 
had cut off medical attention 
to a 78-year-old woman. 

The column regarding 
inoney-raising for Congress- 
men who played ball with the 
doctors’ lobby and regarding 
the 78-year-old woman was 
published July 12. But the doc- 
tors’ lobby waited until Sept. 
18, two months later, to fire 
the distorted and inaccurate 
blast at newspapers— just as 
the election campaign was 
warming up. M 

Belated Denial 

This is an old political trick 
— to wait until near the elec-' 
tion to confuse the issue; so 
the doctors’ lobby is really 
learning political techniques. 1 

One denial issued by the 
AMA lobby was that x Dr. 
Graham Clarkson, medical 
care director of Sa frkptche-j 
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pan, .riaqted ever faring fold 
my associate, Jack Anderson, 
that the AMA financially aup- ! 
ported Ihe doctors' strike ! 

: ■which closed 91 hospitals and \ 
every doctor's office In Sas* | 
katchewan In July. | 

: % Dr. Clarkson was even ~ 
.“quoted’ as saying that Ander- * 
son had never phoned him. f 
k However, the long-distance r 
records show that - Anderson 
* did call him. And Anderson, £ 
who takes shorthand, took 
down Clarkson's definite 
statement that the AMA had ^ 
helped to plan and finance ■* 
the doctors' strike. After he r 
had said this, Dr. Clarkson ! 
got cold f£et and asked that 
he not be quoted directly. 

The recent ads by Blue 
Cross and Blue Shield are in- 
teresting as to both timing . 
and content They offer “am- ,; 
plified" programs “at reason- 
able rates'* for “protection" of . 
all persons over 65. r 

No details were given as to 
what old folks would have to^ 
pay for these amplified pro-J 
grams, but the ads, which in- ^ 
cidentally cost a lot of money, ; 

' said they would soon be op- ■ 
erating on a “national" scale,' 
and asked that senior citizens 
phone their local offices for 
“full details.** * 

When these offices were 
; called In 31 states, however, 

* 24 offices had no information 
on rates and benefits of the 


new program. - r - 

tirr -‘r’ aasi Beu arfiault Tm. 
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(LISTON) DTL— 

| WASHINGTON --SEN, ESTES KEFAUVER, Pr-TENN . . SAID TODAY HT ts 

i2P?!!/inced heavyweight champion son^y^iston , has *gotten rid or thv 
S Management!! 1 underworld " ANViS'^^flk’-’MucH better* under 

Isurc^mmttt?# C 25!l? M iKr 0 E J?£S A ^ ANTITRUST AND MONOPOLY 

/S¥MS^2 I TFwr?m D loIF«§J^ MENT AFTER HE AN D LISTON TALKED FOR 15 
InlNUTES IN KtFAUVER f S OFFICE* IT VAS THFTP PTPCT wrrTTMr cTKirt* 

LISTON TESTIFIED TWO YEARS AGO ABOUT HIS UNDERWORLD LINKS AND HIS 

BOXING*** RECCRD VHEN DOVER'S SUBCOMMITTEE WAS INVESTIGATING 

IsiliSff 8 ! IFdllW ms ™> 

’ PRO w^S?i25 AL . ?°£ ING under a federal commissioner, 

roT> H rXSMT?!-TyilI 0N «^PAr- IT V0ULD DEPEND ON GETTING THE RIGHT MAN 
PROBLEMS ISSTONER— SOMEOfe WHO KNEW BOXING AND UNDERSTOOD RING 

LISTON WAS HERE FOR A "BIG BROTHERS* DINNER TONIGHT TOR VHTrw 
3?!9™E2MPES PRESII>ENT WERE ™"«“ CL °NE ATTRACTIONS. 
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. Boys A Need a Home , Says Sonny 

d.> now. -i-aiwas 

«ting 
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By DreuMrearto 
One interesting aspect of 
the world’s heavyweight box- 
ing match is that both Sonqy 
Liston and Floyd Patterson 
have been in 
.trouble for 
d e linquency 
I but both have 
| been trying to 
■ do something 
to help others 
avoid similar 
pitfalls. 

| Patterson has 
| used his own 
gmoney to set 
5 up the “Floyd 
Patterson Houses” In New 
‘York, two homes on the East 
TSide where boys Just out of 
reform school can live during 
the first difficult period of 
adjustnumt. 

* So nnrListon came to Wash- 
ington for me last Big Broth- 
ers dinner and among other 
things spent some time at, 
Junior Village, a Government' 
orphanage where he tried to 
fill the vacuum in the lives 
of children, some of whom 
have never seen a mother. 
Sonny was so occupied that 
* he was late getting to the din- 
per. -- i 

At that dinner, in front of 
800 people, including the Vice 
President, 1 interviewed Lis- 
bon on a lot of subjects rang- 
ing from Cassius Clay to death 
in the ring. Here is of 
fthe repartee: 

"Sonny, do you e\»r feel 
nervous before a fitf t?” 
•ftoT TT - nervc|u| / |fr| I am 


o o o 


now. P -always 'feel that the 
other fellow should be nerv- 
ous, so there ain’t no use in 
both of us being nervous.” 
“What do you think is the 
future of Cassius Clay?” 
“Well, I think he’d better 
stick to poetry ” 

“Sonny, did you ever play 
football?” 

“No— it was a little too rough 
for me. I don’t understand it 
yet Like when the football 
player gets the ball, one man 
will grab him and throw him 
down. Then the other twelve 
come pile up on him. What’s 
the use of doing that?” 

“You think it’s enough to 
have one man against you?” 
“That’s right.” 

“What about when you have 
the referee against you?” 
“Well, as long as he can 
count up to ten he can’t cheat 
on you.” 

Boxing Cur? 

‘What do you think of the 
Kefauver bill to have a boxing 
commissioner regulate the 
sport?” 

“Well, I feel that if he could 
find a man that’s been in the 
field, ft would be fine, but 
if he just got a man that 
don’t know anything about 
boxing, it would Just be like 
a truck driver running a jet” 
“In other words, you 
wouldn't want a politician be- 
ing the boxing czar?” 

~N«, I wouldn’t” 

“You were telling me a lit- 
tle earlier that the 'referee 
doesn’t always understand 
the psychology of the boxer 
ill 2 : 1 , ..... 


when he’s knocked out. What’s 
your tactic when a man is 
down in the ring?” 

“Well, I tell the guy my 
name in the center of the 
ring, and if he can’t remem- 
ber it when he gets knocked 
down, I feel that he’s in trou- 
ble. He doesn’t know that he’s 
done. Sometimes, I hold up 
four fingers — how many fin- 
gers have I got up? And if he 
says four, he’s all right; but if 
he says two, I know he can’t 
see. So I feel the fight should 
be stopped.” 

“Now, turning to the most 
important question before us 
this evening — the problems of 
youth— what do you think is 
the most important factor in 
helping boys keep out of trou- 
ble?” 

“Well, I feel it’s the home. 
I feel that mothers and fa- 
thers should know where the 
child is at all times. And 
should have a deadline to get 
home at night.” 

“How many children were 
there is your family?” 

“My mother had 14, my fa- 
ther was married twice, and 
there’s 25 of us in all.” 

“You were born in Arkan- 
sas, and I know your father 
was a cotton farmer. Did you 
work in the cotton fields? 
When you moved to St Louis, 
about how old were you?” 
“Well, that’s when the trou- 
ble started. Life was too 
bright for my eye, so I would 
find stuff before it got lost” 
“What would y flir rt ct flu - 
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{ rimead ^ big ci^v. wl ^e rc j 
j you’ve got crowded con dV i 
1 tions, in the way of helping 
\ youngsters?” 

Kefauver’s OK 


“Well, I would recommend 
more playgrounds. More 
sports and -activity. Give them 
something to do to keep their 
minds occupied — where they 
wouldn’t be idle.” 

1 “Did they have playgrounds 
in St .Louis?” f 

’’Well, yes they did. They* 
had playgrounds — but it * 
wasn’t enough for all the kids, % 
' so they let the good kids go | 
on it and kept us bad kidsf 
' off ” I 

“It sometimes happens in 
the District of Columbia, too.” 
“It’s like they say, one bad 
afcple can spoil the whole 
bushel.” f 

“Here in the District of Co-I 
iumbia, we’ve had some de-f 
bate that children when they: 
are wayward should be pun-j 
ished by being spanked. What: 
:do you think of that? j 

i “Well, I feel they should be 
spanked; in that way they' 
wouldn’t run over the teach-' 



? C 1963. Bell-McClur* SjadieAU, lat. 
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CONTRIBUTOR OF 
FINGERPRINTS 



State Penitentiary 
Jefferson City 
Missouri - 


Police Department 
Saint Louis 
Missouri 

Police Department 
Saint Louis 
Missouri 


Police Department 
Saint Louis 
Missouri 

Police Department 
Saint Louis 
Missouri 


MAKE AND NUMBER 


(t) ■ 

Charles Liston 
#63723 


Charles Liston 
#68069 


Charles Liston 
#68069 


Charles Liston 
#66069 


Charles So nny 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


June 1, 
1950 




CHARGE 


January 
28, 1953 


May 5, 
1956 


Liston 
#68069 


June 21, 
1956 


October 
4, 1956 


plead guilty 
robbery first 
means deadly 
dangerous 
weapon ( 2 
charges) 
robbery first 
larceny from 
the person 
(2 charges) 

investigation 


assault to kill 


DISPOSITION 


5 years 

October 30, 
1952 paroled 



investigation 


investigating 

suspicion 

larceny 


Since neither fingerprints nor m 
identifying number which is indeed ,\v 

in our files accompanied your r^pN^-^C; \o^ 


FBI cannot guarantee in any m 
that this material concerns the 
individMl in ntom yoa are inten 



rele? 

January 29, 
1953 

January 28, 
1957 plead 
guilty 
sentenced to 
9 months in 
city 

workhouse 


released on 
charge of 
investigatin 
suspicion 
stealing 


Notations indicated by * ARE NOT B ASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are La^-d on data 
formerly furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED 
ONLY AS INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. 


rly 

AUG 29 1963 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT O, 

J FEDERAL HI HEAD OF 1NVEST1G 
WASHINGTON JS, D. C. 


)HLSTICE 

at- 

O' 


The following FBI record* NUMBER 272 767 B 


<3'~r 


K35-a: 

S*JK 


Director. 


, is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


CONTRIBUTOR Of 

FINGERPRINTS 

NAME AND NUMBER 

ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 

CHARGE 

Folic* Department 

Charles Liston 

Septemb« 

r strong 

Saint Louis 

#68069 

28, 195* 

arming 

Missouri 




Folic* Department 

Charles Sonny 

August 

suspicion 

8aint Louis 

Liston 

12, 195S 

gambling 

Missouri 

#68069 



fcer&Ttment 

Charles Liston 

June IF 

Impersonating 

Philadelphia 

#344155 

1961 

an officer 


Pennsylvania 

: ^' nc * " eW,er fingerprints nor an 
■ number which is indexed 

\ t m fiies accompanied your r-usSL 
M . < '" not Sumntee in any manner 
• -t this materia! concerns the 
' ,v ^f in whom you are interested. 


DISPOSITION 


Notations indicated by * ARE NOT R ASED ON FINGERPRINTS IN FBI files. The notations are based on data 
formerly furnished this Bureau concerning individuals of the same or similar names or aliases and ARE LISTED 
ONLY AS INVESTIGATIVE LEADS. 


t 







ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF^iTICE 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE j £. .w 

WASHINGTON SI. D. C. ' " 


- - - Vr..T-*r ** Vt-.‘ ■-! 


y 1 


<3 “r 



2ttr*cXw. 


I. 


Tlxe following FBI record. NUMBER 


2J2. 7 6 7 B 


. Is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


CONTRIBUTOR or 
riNGERRRINTB 


NAME AND NUMBER 


ARRESTED OR 
RECEIVED 


CHARGE 


DISPOSITION 


D«scriptlont 
Race: Negro 
Sext Male 

Height! 6 feet 1 inch 
Weight! 230 pounds 
Bairi Black 
Byes: Dark Brbwn 
Complexion! Dftrk Brown 
Build! Medium 
Fingerprint fjLle shows 
Kay 6, 1932 
Place of Birthi Little 
Residence! 57p5 Dunlap 
in 1961 


wrier 


Sine® 

Mentifytaf 
to our fil 
FBI caw 
the! Bus 

isdWde 


mt fingerprints nor an 
; number which is <^* ed 

»s accompanied your r. 

guarantee in any manner 
material concerns the 
in shorn you «a «tarsstei 


m)t 


date of birth as 


May 8, 1933 i 


Rock Arkansas 
Street Philadelphia Pennsylvanl 



Information shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint contributors. 
Where final disposition is not shown or further explanation of charge is desired, communicate with agency 
contributing those fingerprints. 

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as Investigative leads 
as being possibly identical with subject of this record. 



V 


STATES DEPARTMENT O. JUSTICE 
ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGflBDN 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 




V 



JP. 


T 


1 -Bureau 


“r 


Director. 


The lollowing FBI record, NUMBER 272 767 B t is furnished FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY. 


cONTftieuTOK or 
riNccerftiNTs 

NAME AND NUMSOt 

Alt NESTED Oft 

NECEIVED 

CHANGE 

disposition 

Since nettt 
identifying 
in our file 
FBI canno 
that this 
mdWidaai 

Civil print from 
#74-30-01 was id t 
contributor April 

er fingerprints nor an 
number which is * nde * e “ 
accompanied your requ st. 
guarantee in any manner 
material concerns ** 
in whom you are interested. 

Division 
ntified m 
. 24. 1962 

of Identification 
ith this record a 
» 

Albany Few Yoj 
nd returned to 

K 

i 


I nf o r mation shown on this Identification Record represents data furnished FBI by fingerprint 
contributors. Where final disposition is not shown or further explanation of charge is desired, com- 
municate with agency contributing those fingerprints. 

Notations indicated by * are NOT based on fingerprints in FBI files but are listed only as investi- 
gative leads as being possibly identical with subject of this record. 


J 


FD-3C 4 ( Bev. 12-13-56) 


V 


J 

F B I 

Date; 8/13/63 


Transmit the following in 
Via ATPTPT. 


(Type in plain text or code) 


■AISUmiL- 


( Priority or Method of Mailing) 






TO: 


FROM: 


DIRECTOR, FBI (25-330971) 


SAC, SAN ANTONIO (100-9191) 


RE: 




Nation of islam, formerly known / 

AS THE MUSLIM CULT OF 
IS - NOI 

ALL 


:rly known / 

ISLAM, aka / W. 

ALL lNFOSMATwi GOL'T V.fiED 

. n-nr t L • ^ < * V t, !| 


DAIt 






Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies 
of a letterhead memorandum reflecting info rmation received 
by the San Antonio office 



copy of the ^ letterhead memorandum is being furnished the 
Chicago Office because that office is origin. One copy 
is being furnished the N ew York office for informational 
purposes. 




s l 


t' C 



v c */ ** c 


//3/Bureau (Enc. 8) (AM RM) _ 

1-Chicago (Enc. 1) (100-35635) (AM RM)/^s?-/A 

1- New York (Enc. 1) (Inf.)' (AM RM) 

2- San Antonio *. KOy^^OP.Er 1 ) 

• (i -ioQ-9191) . c 

'>■/ ' ( A2U1CY ' / r 7-1 T**— /"/V 

iG?f) date roaw. L . ■ '7 1 ' * — ' 

J7» ^ how fo;:w. ~ . 

BY A , • - “ , ,, — A 

— -<r^y- 



v \(7) >{ ' 




■; ’ * Approved: 





\ 

rf 1 Arront i n C*Ur 


Sent 


.M Per 





t* tteply, PUate Rtfw to 
FU» No. 


_ J 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
San Antonio , Texas 
August 13 | 1963 


NATION OF ISLAM, formerly 
known as the Muslim Cult of Islam 



A characterization of the Nation of 
Islam is contained in the appendix hereto. 




This document contains neither recommenda- 
tions nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the 
property of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; 
it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 





7 







The NOI is an /all-Negro organization which was 
origianlly organized in 1930 in Detroit, Michigan, Muhammad 
claims to have been seleqted by Allah, the *Supr erne Being, to 
iad the so~called Negro race out of slavery, in the wilder- 
ness of North America by establishing an independent black 
nation in the United States, Members following Muhammad's 
teaching and his interpretation of the "Koran” beiieve 
there is no such thing as a Negro; that the so-called 
Negroes are slaves of the white race, referred to as "white 
devils," in the United States; and t£at the white race, 
because of its exploitation of the sfiUcalled Negroes, 
must and will be destroyed in the approaching "War of 
Armageddon." 

P- 


In the past, officials and members of the NOI, 
including Muhammad, have refused to register under the 
provisions of the Selective Service Acts and have declared 
that members owe no allegiance to the United States. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
San Antonio, Texas 
August 13, 19 S3 


Title NATION OF ISLAM, formerly 

known as the Muslim Cult of Islam 


JlqRrit 

FikN*. . 


Character 

Reference San Antonio Memorandum dated and 
captioned as above 


All sources (except any listed below) whose 
identities are concealed in referenced communication 
have furnished reliable information in the past. 


This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 
your agency j it and its contents are not to be distributed 

outside your agency. 


8/19/63 


*?■*£*#! 


Air tel 

"tH 


'-i'+tt*? rw «■» * r *w- 

r'S.: -./*'- -•*';. * r * -,^-r.vifr . -y: •- -- -* * 

, -A-f ' *^iX ?-/» ...As- .-* {.— 4 . */.' !yy/r.. ;■• 


=*sw5rv.r 


^ :y-.: 


J 


tot 



From: 


V . * * v - * 

^ fk&* ‘rr~£ 

^ /r * ' : _ v ^ 

SACs, Chicago (100-35635) 

Poorer (Enc.) ;. - % 

Row York (105-7809) ; v 

Philadelphia (25-26094) (Enc.) 

San Antonio (100-9191X - - - ^ K \H® 

director, TBX (23-3 389fe i%iC(\^^'i V » 


- i 

v 


t. 


RATION OF ISLAM > 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R0I 


r ■ 

/ 



ReSAairtel 8/13/63 vith letterhead memorandum (LHM ) 
attached Indicating thatj 



No active investigation should be conducted to 
resolve this natter. Each office ahould, however . contact 
Informants and furnish the Bureau any information indicating 
whether there is any truth to the statement node concerning 


Liston. 



\ V • ‘ , • v • V... 

this natter ahould be handled expeditiously and, in 
the event positive information is determined, such information 
ahould be submitted in memorandum form suitable for dlsseminatio 


There is attached for the information of Philadelphia 
and Denver a copy fi£ the above-mentioned LHM for information. 


P!f 


mm 



YELLOW i 

O 


n). 163-1275 (Charl^!lS«^nny. , ,V Liston). .. , 

/n/fa NOTE: DlssemlnatioiTofthe above reference LHM is being he 

(An/ abeyance pending receipt of information requested above. 

62aii.g.?juqr-} 




By Sandy Smith 

Sun-Timei Correspondent 
WASHINGTON — Gang- 
land’s all-powerful “Commis- 
mission” settled a squabble be- 
tween mobsters oxer control of 
Charles (Soimyj^istoa before 
he won the world’s heavyweight 
championship. Justice Depart- 
ment officials said Tuesday. 
Federal prosecutors told The 
Times that an edict fro^i 
ie Commission, the supreme 
►uncil of organized crim. 
nded a 1961 quarrel betwe< 
Chicago and Eastern gangsters 
over shares of Liston’s earnings. 

The hoodlums haggled over 
the winnings of Liston when he I 
"was a heavyweight contender ■ 
under the management of Jo- j 
seph (Pep) Barone, of Phila- 
delphia, the government of- 
ficials said. 

Former Manager 
Barone managed Liston from 
1958 to 1961. At present, 
GeorgeJK atz, of Philadelphia 
andJack Nilon, of ^Chester, Pa„ 


fire co-managers of Liston. 

A spokesman for the Justice 
-artment emphasized that r . 
e government has no evidenci) [j 
that Liston himself or Katz and 
Nilon ever split purses with 
gangsters. 

The burgeoning federal in- 
quiry into the Commission and 
its secret society, La Cosa Nos- 
tra, revealed how the 12 gang- 
sters on the crime council acted 


in 1961 as the boxing coj 
finission of the underworld. 

; The power of the Co; 
iion over boxbg was traced 
toe Federal Bureau of Investi- 
gation in a probe of Barone’s 



* while working on a Calif o: 
extortion case, it was discli 
Right To Muscle In 
The California shakedown 
scheme developed after the 
Commission granted Eastern 
mobsters the right to “muscle 
in” on purses of fighters on the 
West Coast, according to the 
Justice Department 
Both investigations, the gov- 
ernment sources said, showed 
the way the Commission func- 
tions to settle the everlasting 
underworld wrangles over mon- 
y, jurisdiction and territory. 
The Federal Bureau of 


PALERMO Gtl fJCMAN 

* financial d»*Vtngt 


yestigation 
Cot 


has revealed 

immission as the highest 
council of the crime brother- 
hood gangsters call La Cosa 
Nostra — "our cause ” 

The Commission has the fin- 
al say when hoodlums fall out 
over which mob shall con- 
t rol what racket, the FB I 
I found! 





«9_ CHICAGO SUN TIMS 
CHICAGO, ILLINOI 


Date: 

Edition: 

Author: 

Editor: 

Title: 


Character: 


or 


8-14-63 
5 STAR TURF 
SANDY SMITH 
JOHN TRKZEV- 


Classification: 


Submitting Office: CHICAGO 


SL\ 7 DIRECTOR 


ten 


Y ^ ^ 




NOT ’UTiiRDED 
191 AUG 281263 



* According to the govem- 
"mtel, Wft'Cbinmlssion is com- 
posed of mob chiefs from Chi- 
cago and eight other pities. The 
Chicago gang boss, Momo Sal- 
j vatore (Moe) Giancana, has 
en identified as one of 



idwest gangsters on 
ommissioa. 

The 1961 dispute over lis- 
ten’s contract, federal investi- 
gators said, brought Giancana 
into conflict with three other 
members of the Commission — 
Angelo Bruno, of Philadelphia, 
and two Brooklyn mobsters, 
Tommy (Three-Finger Brown) 
Puccbese and Carlo Gambino. 

Rule Against Giancana 
. The hassle reached the Coma 
mission, which eventually ruled! 
•gainst Giancana, after sW 
fcering for months on a lowe| 
level of gangland, it was re- 
wealed. 


_ Carbo was convicted in the 1 \ — . Own s25 Per Ce nt Zl 
Cahfomia boxing ** extortion Glickman picked up a 25 per 
case and is serving a 25-year {cent share of Liston’s contract 
prison term. In the same case, • in 1957. Then, Liston’s career 
a 15-year prison sentence was was in the doldrums. Promoters 
~ - showed no interest in him. He 

went 21 months without a single 
fight - 

(In the LaCosa Nostra 



In tonfr *cf 

j At the start, the govemmejtff 
$und f four lesser ganj ‘ 


bickering over Liston’s earn-; 
ings 

They were identifiedas Paul 
John (Frankie) Carbo, 59, one- 
itime underworld boxing czar; 
Frank (Blinky) Palermo, 58, a 


imposed upon Palermo, 
(Carbo’s control over scoj 
ff of fighters was spelled out 

960 in testimony' before a 
S. Senate committee invest!- 
ating boxing. 

(Palermo's police record in 
Philadelphia is part of the rec- 
ord of the committee hearings. 
It shows that Palermo served 
a jail term for operating a lot- 
tery "" and was arrested nine 
times on charges including as- 
sault and baftery, operating a 
disorderly club, and reckless 
use of firearms. ^ 

(Vitale’s police dossier, also 
in the committee record, dis- 
closes that he served a prison 
term for dope peddling. He was 
rested 13 times by St. Loui^ 
lice^as a suspect in murders/ 
bberies, thefts and gambling 
•erations. * 

(All three — Carbo, Palermo 
and .Vitale — appeared before 
the committee. All refused to 
testify about their control of 
Liston, citing fear of possible 
self-incrimination.) 

The first account of the dis- 
pute over Liston’s contract. The 
Sun -Times was told, came 
from the network of informants 



figures were involved in the ^ to titrate 

J and expose LaCosa Nostra. 

A source high in the Justice 
Department reported that a sub- 
sequent inquiry by FBI agents 
revealed the* full story of the 
quarrel. 

Philadelphia fight manager;] S l^esman 

John Vitale, 54, a St. Lbuis had *>und that: 


Aides of Vitale, the St. Louis 
rackets chief, acquired control 
of Liston in 1952 after Liston 
Missouri prison sen - 


gang boss, and Bernard Glick- 
man, 43, a Chicago boxing 
manager and pal of crime syn- 
dicate gangsters. -- - ,, 

The FBI investigation dls- * tence for robt >ery. 
closed that all four held secret 
shares of Liston’s contract from 
19 58 iq early 19 61, Justic e 
ient offidals^iaiL ~ 


SONNY LISTON 
Object of gang war 

subservient to Giancana, whose 
rackets authority as a Commis-i 


r "Soon, * howevef, Carbo anjf 
PWUMjlU re reveal e3 as the 
true owners of . Liston. They 
permitted Glickman to keep his 
share of Liston — for a price. 
During this period, Glickman 
loaned” $10,000 to Carbo and . 
made other “loans” reportedly! 
exceeding $35,000 to Palermo. 

fThe U.S. Senate committee 
investigating boxing heard tes- 
timony in 1960 that Liston’s 
contract w&s cut up this way — 
Carbo, 52 per cent; Palermo, 
12 per cent; Vitale, 12 per 
’cent, and two other persons 
• “not identified,*’ 12 per cent 
[-each. - 

ff (In his testimony before the 
j feena t e comm ittee, Glickma 1 
Jjdescribed his big-money dec s 
with Carbo on a number i ;f 
fighters but did not mention 
Listbn. 

(From the witness stand, 
Glickman admitted pooling 
fight bets with Carbo. He also 
conceded that he had given a 
total stranger $10,000 to de- 
liver to Carbo. Glickman 
called the $10,000 a “loan.” 
He confessed however, that the 
transaction was strange, like 
Carbo’s messenger. 

Has His Regrets 

(At another point in his com- 
mittee testimony, Glickman 


si cl e.“ vers ““ “ <li ■*> •» wm ever 

to boxing where, he said, “I 
'robably am wrong and I paffi 
or it.” _ IT 

(Boxing, he added, had 
ruined his awning manufactur- 
ing business in Chicago. I 

(“My reputation is gone,” 
Glickman testified. “Everybody 
thinks I am a thief ^nd a hood- 
lum and a crook.”) j 

The dispute over Liston! 
flared late in 1960 when the ? 
Palermo-Carbo combine sud- 
denly stripped Glickman of his 


eastern Missouri, 

(Glickman is a buddy of Gi- 
ancana and Tony Accardo, the 
predecessor of Giancana as the 
Chicago mob’s delegate on the 
gangland Commission. In 1960, 
Glickman was a defense wit- 
ness at Accardo’s trial ah 
charges of income tax frauL 
I jlickman was-observed by^j* l 
rice at Accardo’s lavish Inde- 
pendence Day lawn parties 
from 1954 to 1956.) 

In 1958, Liston’s contract 
went to Barone, in Philadel- 
phia. As part of the deal, 
Ghckrnan retained his interest 
id Litton* - ^ 

. At the time, the explanation 
offered by Liston’s backers for 
bis mqye to Philadelphia was 
bthat he could obtain better 
fining fa cilities flnd ^parjj gj 
partners there. ] 


interest in the heavyweight con- 
tender. 

This action provoked a quick 
protest from Giancana. 

But the ouster of Glickman j 
by Palermo and Carbo was ! 
backed by the three Eastern 
Commission delegates — Bruno, j 
i n Philade lphia. and 

Gambino/ in Brooklyn. 


4 * * ** 



-In essence, the conflict was 
(BH l rp naf For the lEastSfn 
gangsters saw no reason to per- 
mit Chicago influence in the 
affairs of Liston, then -fighting 
out of Philadelphia. 

' The three Commission _ big 
ots had been in Carbons cor- 
r for years, throwing thi 

derworld power behind 
heme to control boxers 
presumably taking a slice 
his end of the purses. 

M oreover, Carbo was a 
member of the La Cosa Nostra 
“family'* — or gang — headed by 
Pucchese in New York. 

Giancana put on the pres- 
sure to the accompaniment of 
wails from Glickman that he 
was getting nothing for 4he 
$45,000 he "loaned” to Carbo 
and Palermo. 

But Bruno, Pucchese and 
Gambino, at the risk of knock- 
ing heads with Giancana on 
the level of the Commission 
stuck with Carbo in his decision 
kick out Glickman ‘ 
Asks For It 

At the insistence of Giai 
i Sana, the deadlock over Lis- 
ton’s contract was laid before 
the Commission at a conference 
in Atlantic City early in 1961. 

\ In a conclave in which Gi- 
\ ancana, Gambino, Bruno and 
Pucchese participated with oth- 
jer Commission members, the 
! decision went against Giancana. 

The Commission ruled that 
the Chicago mob was out of 
bounds with the Glickman-Lis- 
ton caper. Glickman, accord- 
ing to government informants, 
never did recover his share of 
; Liston’s contract, 
j The victors in this dispute, 

1 Carbo and Palermo, did not 

• stay out of trouble for long, 

; however. ^ 

*- Later in 1961, both were con- 

* victed in the boxing extortion 

conspiracy ' in California — 

where the Commission had 
granted _t hem ■aut hority to 

( "muscle” fight managers. 


}iaH- 


AnFB I investi gating re - 
sulted m, the trial of Carbo, 
Palermo and three other box- 
ing figures^ for an attempt to 
cut in on the earnings of Don 
Jordan, former world’s welter- 
weight champion. 

The defendants were accused 
of threatening a fight promot- 
er, Jackie Leonard, to extort 
a share of Jordan’s earnings. 
Carbo and Palermo were con- 
victed in Los Angeles on May 

strmrr - ■ ■ ■ -» 


FD-36 (Rer. 12-13-56) 
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FBI ... 

Date: 8/20/63 


Transmit the following in 
Via AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


1 


&C 




X 




TO: - DIRECTOR, FBI - — — 

FROM: ^EGAT, LONDON (163-new) (P) 


[: S 


SONNY LISTON 
FPC 


) V 





rr\ P 
c * 




that subj ecj 


There has 
intends 


he had read newspaper articles 

riminal record in the United States. 


been some newspaper publicity recently that 
to make a trip here in the near future. 




LEAD: 

It is requested that an immediate check be made of 
the Identification Division and a copy of subject's finger- 
print record furnished London. 


/[ 3/- Bureau 

- Liaison (sent direct) 
1 - Lond on 

17/C- 




„ a INFORMATION contained 
^ HEREIN is unified — 


Approved: 


ML 



Special Agent in Charge 







Legal Attache, London 
Director, FBI (163-1275) 


8/26/63 

2 - Orig. and 1 
1 - yellow 
1 " 

1 - Liaison 


sonnr ustSSp- fc _ " . __ 

■" EX-103 ^ 3 ' 12*13' / 4 

Re your airtel 8/20/63. 


Enclosed are two copies of subject's Identification 

Record. 

Enclosures - 2 



1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (detached) 
ROTE: 





Toleon — 
Belmont _ 

Mohr 

Casper — 

- i Titan , 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 

Evans 

Gale , 


Rosen 

Sullivan . 




Holmes . 



H 


A ‘ 

l | 




V* *-■ 
* .«*s ivr 


*p. M. C. Sul Utah 


Sr. f. #, Bauagardnsr 


NATION or ISLAM * 
Xim&NAL BSCUKITT - SOI 


1 

1 

1 

1 

X 


August 26, 1663 

Mr. Melaont «*» 
Mr. Iran* 

Mr. Sul liras t- 
Mr, Baua gardnsr 






By airtsl dated S/13/63 Saa Antonio furnished a letterhead fs 
asaorandua to tho Buraau to th» offr~^ ■“ - — — — — .u 


Phi] 


UIU UUl m JUUUI1B, UUItgo, benrer, Sewlbrk 
-Soro instructed to dotoralns tho accuracy ■HH 


. inforaation has boon rocolrsd from any othor sources 

indicating that Liston is in any way eonnoctod with the SOI. 

the SOI is an all-Negro, antiwhite, sealrellgious cult which 
preaches hatred of all white aen. It is currently under investigation 
with Chicago as office of origin. 

Ti *r of the shore, the inforaation regarding the alleged 
SOI asabership of Alston is not being disseminated, 

ACTIOS : For inforaation. 

2 8^ 33067 1 6 

i> 163-127 5 (Charles "Sonny" Liston) 



/£l -J3. 

NOT RTlfOTlDiiD 

7 SEP 5" i' rOnfviH . i Jh i • :x0) 191 AUG 30 1963 

" (ivi * 


'-‘7 



FD~ 3 * 'rv*Y. 


i if 

>0 


•0 


1 


F B I 

Date: 8/23/63 


Trcnsmit the following In 
Via AT R7F.L 


(Type in plain text or code) 


AIR HAIL 


(Priority or Method of Moiling) 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr, IMmont 

Mr. * 

Mr. Caspar 

Mr. Cn’Inbnn ... 

Mr. Cnr.r.vl 

Mr. JVT/iftf'h 

Mr. Kvnns 

Mr. (;*.lr 

Mr. Jio.vrYi 

Mr, Sullivr,n_£^ 

Mr. Tavol 

Mr. Trotter 

Tele. Room 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 





TO} DIRECTOR* FBI ( 26 - 33007i j — ' 
FROM: SAC, SAN AKTvh'JO (100-9191) (P) 


Rt. : 


NATION OF ISLAM, formerly 
known as the Muslim Cult of Islam 
aka 

IS - N0I 


00: Chicago 


Islam roMTMMpn 

All 1W0RMATI w- • 

UCs r i iS <0'_ --'f * , K 

Hl '"^ - - 


Re San Antonio airtel dated 8/12/63 and Bureau 
airtel dated 8/19/63, 

Enclosed herewith for the Bureau are eight copies 
of a letterhead memorandum reflecti ng information_receiv ed 
by the San Antonio office regardint 


each' of LKM have also been rorw 
Denver, New York, and Philadelphia offices. 


Two copies 
a Chicago, WC 



^-Bureau (Enc t 8) (AM RM) 

2-Chicago (Enc» 2) (100-35635) (AM RM) , 

2-New York (Enc. 2) (10B-7809) (AM RM) * ^ 
2-Philadelphia (Enc, 2) (25-26094) (AM RM) 
2-Denver (Enc. 2) (AM RM) . ^ 

4-San Antonio \/y3^ /X/5' 


(2- 100-3191) . 

t> 



NOT RECORDED 

191 AUG 30 1S63 £ ' 
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A r proved: 


KCliOSUEB 

rr^-r - Sent 


.M Per 



4-750 (Rev. 4-17-85) 


xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in the file. One or more of the following statements, where 
indicated, explain this deletion. 


Deleted under exemption(s) 
material available for release to you. 
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I I For your information: 


X 
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The NOI is an all-Negro organization which was 
origianlly organized in 1930 in Detroit, Michigan* Muhammad 
claims to have been selected by Allah, the Supreme Being, to 
Jfead the so-called Negro race out of slavery in the wilder- 
ness of North America by establishing an independent black 
nation in the United States* Members following Muhammad’s 
teaching and his interpretation of the ’’Koran" believe 
there is no such thing as a Negro; that the so-called 
Negroes are slaves of the white race, referred to as "white 
devils," in the United States; and that the white race, 
because of its exploitation of the so-called Negroes, 
must and will be destroyed in the approaching "War of 
Armageddon*" 


!>7D 


In the past, officials and members of the NOI, 
including Muhammad, have refused to register under the 
provisions of the Selective Service Acts and have declared 
that members owe no allegiance to the United States. 







In Reply, Pleat* Refer t» 
FSU N*. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

i. 

San Antonio, Texas 
August 23, 1963 


Title NATION OF ISLAM, formerly 

known as the Muslim Cult of 
Is l'am 


Character 

Reference San Antonio memorandum dated 
and captioned as above. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose 
identities are concealed in referenced memorandum have 
furnished reliable information in the past. 



JL - 





This document contains neither recommendations nor conclusions 
- _ of the FBI, It is the property of the FBI and is loaned to 

your agency j it and its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 




TO 

/ 

& FROM 

MAY 1 EDITION f L * 

OiA GIN. MG. NO. 77 2^ 

UNITED STATES ^jpVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

. MR. TROTTER • ‘ 

R. C. Andersoiyf^, 




SUBJECT: CHARLES ’^SONNY" LISTON 

FBI #272 767 B 
IDENTIFICATION MATTER 



Local newspapers of recent date have devoted considerable space 
to the arrest of Liston, former heavyweight champion, by the Denver Police 
Department. 



Liston's record indicates he was received in the State Penitentiary, 
Jefferson City, Missouri, on 6/1/50 on charge of robbery with dangerous weapon 
to serve five years and was paroled 10/30/52. Additionally, he received nine 
months in the City Workhouse, St. Louis, Missouri, on 1/28/57 after plea of 
guilty to charge of assault to kill. Liston was also arrested on five other 
occasions by the Police Department, St. Louis, on charges of investigation, 
suspicion of larceny, gambling and strong arm. He did not receive any sentences 
as result of these arrests. His last arrest was by the Police Department, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, 6/12/61 on charge of impersonating an officer- -no 
disposition. 


RECOMMENDATION: 

Information. 






ALL iWfORM ATI ON CONTAINED 
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E5 WAR 18 1954 


'■ HONTm*- C/ 




UNITED STATES GpVEF ^»NT 

Memorandum 

k 


Ur. Belmonl 



date: Uay 8, 1964 


from C. A. Evans 


/- 


subject; 

/ 


• (E> 

CASSIUS CLAY - SONNY LISTON 
HEAVYWEIGHT CHAMPIONSHIP REMATCH 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 




Denver is attempting to determine if the information on 
the proposed "fix" of the charges against Liston can be disseminated 
discreetly to local authorities to forestall such a "fix" being made. 


NOT RFOpTDED 

170 MAY<#t964 


ALL I8FP3L&T3T? CONTAINED 



COPY SENT TO MR. TOLSON 



2 MAY 1^1554 





$010—104 


OmOHM fO«M MO. to 
MAY 1 943 COITION 
OVA OCN. no. NO. 17 



tlNITEt) STATES GC- "jRNMENT 

Memorandum . 


\f 



V ■ 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Mr 

C 


>lmdnt / 

IV 

A. Evaqsx 


CHARLES "SONNY’’ LISTON 


p 

•r»i 


DATE: June 8, 1964 

ML INFORMATION CONTAIN 

HEREIN IS U r ' 

DATEi 



i =2 Ott the night of March 10, 1964, former heavyweight champion 
Sonny Liston was arrested by a Denver, Colorado, police patrolman 
and charged with speeding at 76 miles per hour throug h a residential 
district , 




ibTD 




w~ v ~ Xng and reckless 

driving. He entered a plea of not guilty and trial was set for 
June 9, 1964, in Denver Municipal Court. Liston was permitted to 
remain at liberty on bond pending trial. 



\ / On May 29, 1964, Liston appeared before Municipal Jhdge 
I Dan dwDiamond and after entering a plea of guilty to reckless 
Idrivii^ and carrying a concealed weapon, rece i ved fi nes totaling 
500 . T.iaton was repres ented bj “ 



„ J __ quoted the judge as making the 

following comments during the proceeding: "You have been an idol of J 

nine I know you have been training this afternoon but your 

presence here was necessary • These charges could involve a Jail 
sentence and I wanted to be sure you understand your rights.’ 
According to the news article, after Diamond assessed the fines he 
made the following additional comment to Liston: "Mr. Liston, God 
love you and bless you in your future. I*m sorry this had to happen, 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Ev ans 
1 
1 










Memorandum to Hr. Belmont 
Be: Charles "Sonny” Liston 



